1917]              THE   BATTLE   OF   ABBAS

was open country.   The fields were not pitted with
shell-holes;    the  trees   were  not  splintered  into
matchwood:  the villages had not been levelled by
the Allied artillery.   But the enemy himself in falling
back had made a great destruction, destroying roads,
mining certain areas, levelling buildings which might
give billets to the Allies, cutting clown woods which
could afford cover.   Every house in town and hamlet
had been looted of all goods that could be removed,
and what could not be taken away had been smashed
up or defiled.    During those days the Allies had
literally to grope their way forward.    They were
advancing, over country in which all means of com-
munication had been destroyed, against an enemy
whose armies were still intact.   Strong detachments
of his infantry and cavalry occupied points of ad-
vantage along the line of advance ; his guns, which
had been withdrawn to prepared positions, were
available at any moment to cover and support a
sudden counter-stroke, while the broken country
made the progress of the Allied artillery slow.   He
had a most formidable defensive system, upon which
he could fall back should his counter-stroke miss its
aim ;  while the Allies, as they moved forward, left
prepared defences farther and farther behind them.
The position craved wary walking, and those were
anxious days for the Allied High Commands.   Their
cavalry felt their way gingerly through a country
full of unknown perils.   The infantry behind them
prepared, as they advanced, successive lines of re-
sistance in the event of a counter-attack.   Behind
them, again, the engineers and labour battalions did
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